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Abstract:

Plato has not expressed his critical views and ideas in any of his
books Some hints and rules can be found in his books which are written for
the gauidence of a society.Plato' s theory of imitation is a general theory
which is encircling art and literature For him poetry is created under a
trance of some muse so poets are untrustworthy for social stability.
Aristotle on the other hand has given a new and positive meanings to
imitation by calling it a creative activity.For him imitation is not merely
blind imitation It stands for some addition or beautification of imitation.
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"Imitation is the Keyword in MIMETIC views of

literature which follow Aristotle in regarding poetry as a

"imitation" of human actions. Literature holds a mirror

up to life, or is a "True" model of life. Again this view was

common until the end of the eighteenth century, though

‘what literature should imitate, and how, were subjects for

Controversy. 2)
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2+ Mastin Gray: A Dictionary of Literary Terms, Longman: Yousk Press,
1994, Pg 146.
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